THE PRINCE BECOMES BUDDHA.                       Q

The seer, beholding the prince, wept and sighed
deeply. And when the king saw the tears of Asita he
became alarmed and asked : "Why has the sight of
my son caused thee grief and pain ? "                        14

But Asita's heart rejoiced, and, knowing the king's
mind to be perplexed, he addressed him, saying : lh

"The king, like the moon when full, should feel
great joy, for he has begotten a wondrously noble son.Ifi

"1 do not worship Brahma, but I worship this
child ; and the gods in the temples will descend from
their places of honor to adore him.                           17

" Banish all anxiety and doubt. The spiritual
omens manifested indicate that the child now born will
bring deliverance to the whole world.                       18

"Recollecting I myself ani old, on that account I
could not hold my tears ; for now my end is corning on.
But this son of thine will rule the world. He is born
for the sake of all that lives.                                        1JI

"His pure teaching will be like the shore that re-
ceives the shipwrecked. His power of meditation will
be like the cool lake ; and all creatures parched with
the drought of lust may freely drink thereof.             2<)

" On the fire of covetousness he will cause the cloud
of his mercy to rise, so that the rain of the law may
extinguish it.                                                           21

"The heavy gates of despondency he will open,
and give deliverance to all. creatures ensnared in the
self-twined meshes of folly and ignorance.                 *22

" The king of the law has come forth to rescue from
bondage all the poor, the miserable, the helpless." 2J*

When the royal parents heard Asita's words they
rejoiced in their hearts and named their new-born in-
fant Siddhartha, that is, "he who has accomplished
his purpose."                                                               a4